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Requests for Public Input 
 

NIH: Request for Public Comment — Draft Report on Policy Issues Associated with 
Undertaking a Large U.S. Population Cohort Project on Genes, Environment, and 
Disease 
The Secretary’s Advisory Committee on Genetics, Health, and Society is seeking public 
input on a draft report, Policy Issues Associated with Undertaking a Large U.S. 

Population Cohort Project on Genes, Environment, and Disease. The draft report focuses 
on preliminary and intermediate questions, steps, and strategies in five areas that should 
be addressed before an informed decision can be made about whether the United States 
should undertake this project. These five areas are: research policy; research logistics; 
regulatory and ethical issues; public health implications of the research results; and social 
implications of the research results.  
The deadline for comments is July 31, 2006. 

View draft report: http://www4.od.nih.gov/oba/sacghs/public_comments.htm 
 
 

Science and Service News Updates 
 
NICHD: Researchers Gain Insight Into Why Brain Areas Fail to Work Together in 
Autism— Basis for Why People with Autism Think in Pictures 
Researchers have found in two studies that autism may involve a lack of connections and 
coordination in separate areas of the brain. In people with autism, the brain areas that 
perform complex analysis appear less likely to work together during problem solving 
tasks than in people who do not have the disorder, report researchers in a network funded 
by the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development (NICHD). The 
researchers found that communications between these higher-order centers in the brains 
of people with autism appear to be directly related to the thickness of the anatomical 
connections between them. In a separate report, the same research team found that, in 
people with autism, brain areas normally associated with visual tasks also appear to be 
active during language-related tasks, providing evidence to explain a bias towards visual 
thinking common in autism. The first of the two new studies was published June 13, 2006 
online in the journal Cerebral Cortex, and the second was published July 10, 2006 online 
in the journal Brain. 
Read press release: http://www.nih.gov/news/pr/jul2006/nichd-12.htm 
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NIH: New Tool Can Boost or Block the Body’s Protective Inner Barriers  
A team of experts funded by the NIH has developed a chemical tool that allows scientists 
to manipulate control of the passage of substances through the barriers between blood 
and the tissues of every organ — from the brain, lungs, and heart to the organs of the 
immune system. The passage of substances, such as immune cells, water, and other 
fluids, that occurs through these barriers maintains a healthy balance between the blood 
and tissues; however, serious illness may result when the balance is disrupted. Fluid may 
accumulate in the lungs, for example, or lymph organs may inappropriately release 
immune cells that attack the body’s own tissues, as in multiple sclerosis and other 
autoimmune diseases. Results of the study were published online July 9, 2006, and will 
be published in the August issue of Nature Chemical Biology. 
Read science update: http://www.nimh.nih.gov/press/protectivebarriers.cfm 

 
NINDS: Dopamine Drug Leads to New Neurons and Recovery of Function in Rat 
Model of Parkinson’s Disease 
In preliminary results, researchers have shown that a drug which mimics the effects of the 
nerve-signaling chemical dopamine causes new neurons to develop in the part of the 
brain where cells are lost in Parkinson’s disease (PD). The drug also led to long-lasting 
recovery of function in an animal model of PD. The findings may lead to new ways of 
treating PD and other neurodegenerative diseases. The study was funded in part by the 
National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke (NINDS). The results appear in 
the July 5, 2006, issue of The Journal of Neuroscience. 
Read press release: http://www.nih.gov/news/pr/jul2006/ninds-04.htm 

 
NIAAA: Early Drinking Linked to Higher Lifetime Alcoholism Risk  
Data from a survey of 43,000 U.S. adults heighten concerns that early alcohol use, 
independent of other risk factors, may contribute to the risk of developing future alcohol 
problems. Those who began drinking in their early teens were not only at greater risk of 
developing alcohol dependence at some point in their lives, they were also at greater risk 
of developing dependence more quickly and at younger ages, and of developing chronic, 
relapsing dependence. Among all respondents who developed alcoholism at some point, 
almost half met the diagnostic criteria for alcohol dependence by age 21. The associations 
between early drinking and later problems held even after investigators controlled for 
other risk factors for dependence, adding to concerns that drinking at a young age might 
raise the risk of future alcohol problems rather than being an identifying feature of young 
people predisposed to risky behavior. The study funded by the National Institute on 
Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism (NIAAA) appears in the July issue of Archives of 

Pediatrics & Adolescent Medicine. 
Read press release: http://www.nih.gov/news/pr/jul2006/niaaa-03.htm 
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DOE: A Probable Cause for Parkinson’s? 
Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, Lou Gehrig’s disease and other brain disorders are among a 
growing list of maladies attributed to oxidative stress, the cell damage caused during 
metabolism when the oxygen in the body assumes ever more chemically reactive forms. 
But the precise connection between oxidation and neurodegenerative diseases has eluded 
researchers. Now, a study by the Department of Energy’s Pacific Northwest National 
Laboratory and UCLA’s David Geffen School of Medicine reveals that damage is linked 
to a natural byproduct of oxidation called nitration. The results are from the most detailed 
proteomic analysis of a mammalian brain to date – that is, a survey of nearly 8,000 
different, detectable proteins in the mouse brain. The research suggests that many 
neurodegenerative diseases leave a biochemical calling card, or biomarker, that could be 
used to predict the earliest stages of brain impairment. Many biomedical researchers 
believe that detecting disease states before symptoms occur is the key to reversing many 
as-yet-incurable diseases. The study findings are published in the July issue of the journal 
Biochemistry. 
Read press release: http://www.pnl.gov/news/release.asp?id=169 
 
 

Call for Nominations 
 
SAMHSA: Call for Nominations for SAMHSA Administrator School-Based Mental 
Health Award 
Nominations are now being accepted for the SAMHSA 2006 School-Based Mental 

Health Award. This annual award acknowledges the work of an outstanding school-based 
program that advances mental health programs in schools and promotes mental health. 
The award will be presented by a representative of SAMHSA at the 11th Annual 

Conference on Advancing School-Based Mental Health in Baltimore, MD in September 

2006.  

Nominations deadline is August 1, 2006.  
For more information and the nomination form: 
http://csmha.umaryland.edu/conf_meet/conference/conference_awards.html  
 



Update 
July 15, 2006 

 5

Resources: Publications, Toolkits, Other Resources 
 
New on the NIAAA Web Site: 

NIAAA’s Clinician's Guide Now Available in Spanish  

NIAAA’s 2005 clinician’s guide, Helping Patients Who Drink Too Much, has been 
translated into Spanish. The new resource is titled, Ayudando a Pacientes Que 

Beben en Exceso—Guía Para Profesionales de la Salud. The Guide provides a 
research-based approach to alcohol screening and brief intervention for both 
primary care and mental health clinicians. The Guide offers streamlined, step-by-
step guidance for conducting brief interventions and managing patient care. 
Spanish version: 
http://pubs.niaaa.nih.gov/publications/Practitioner/CliniciansGuide2005/Spanish/cli
nicians_guide_sp.htm 
English version: 
http://pubs.niaaa.nih.gov/publications/Practitioner/CliniciansGuide2005/clinicians_
guide.htm 

Latest issue of Alcohol Research and Health Journal Available  

This issue of Alcohol Research and Health includes selected findings from National 
Epidemiologic Survey on Alcohol and Related Conditions (NESARC), the largest 
comorbidity study ever undertaken. Articles include analysis on the co-occurrence 
of substance abuse and mood and anxiety disorders, as well as personality 
disorders.  
http://www.niaaa.nih.gov/Publications/AlcoholResearch/default.htm 

 
SAMHSA Unveils New Home Page to Increase Usability  
The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) unveiled a 
new web site home page designed to improve the usability of its web site. More 
enhancements and improvements will be made in coming months. 
http://www.samhsa.gov 

 
SAMHSA: Substance Use Treatment Need among Adolescents, 2003-2004 
Combining data from the 2003-2004 SAMHSA’s National Surveys on Drug Use and 
Health, SAMHSA’s Office of Applied Studies was able to describe the demographic 
characteristics of youth who needed substance abuse treatment, those who perceived a 
need for substance abuse treatment, those who received treatment, and the treatment gap. 
Based on the survey, 1.5 million youths were classified as needing alcohol treatment in 
the past year and about 111,000 youth received specialty treatment for alcohol in the past 
year. About 1.4 million youths were classified as needing illicit drug use treatment in the 
past year and 124,000 received specialty treatment for an illicit drug in the past year. 
http://oas.samhsa.gov/2k6/youthTXneed/youthTXneed.cfm 
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CDC: New Reports 
Homicide and Suicide Rates – National Violent Death Reporting System, Seven 

States, 2003-2004  

Violent deaths claimed 49,639 lives in the United States during 2003, the year 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) launched the National Violent 
Death Reporting System (NVDRS) to provide detailed information on the 
circumstances of these deaths. This report describes the analysis of violent death 
circumstances in states participating in NVDRS during 2003 and 2004. Findings 
indicate that intimate partner conflict and mental health disorders are leading 
contributing factors for suicides, while intimate partner violence and felony-
related crimes are leading contributing factors for homicides. 
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm5526a1.htm 

Survival in Infants with Down Syndrome – Metropolitan Atlanta, 1979-1998 

Children with Down Syndrome are living longer, according to a new study from 
CDC researchers. The study examined the survival of 645 infants with Down 
Syndrome in the Atlanta metropolitan area. It showed that nearly 93 percent of 
infants with Down Syndrome now survive the first year and nearly 90 percent of 
affected infants survive the first 10 years. CDC is now conducting a similar study 
in 10 other states to observe if the survival rates of infants with Down Syndrome 
are the same as in Atlanta.  
http://www.cdc.gov/od/oc/media/pressrel/r060630.htm 

Morbidity Surveillance After Hurricane Katrina –- Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, 

and Texas, September 2005  

This report summarizes the challenges of conducting national surveillance after 
Hurricane Katrina, focusing on the role of CDC in coordinating surveillance and 
consolidating and interpreting morbidity data from jurisdictions that used diverse 
surveillance approaches. Monitoring the health needs of affected populations 
following Hurricane Katrina’s landfall was a large public health challenge. Data 
reported to CDC from Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Texas during 
September 2005 show that in evacuation centers, chronic conditions were the 
leading reasons for seeking medical care. Among health-care facilities, injury was 
the most common reason for seeking care. To better prepare for future large scale 
disasters with widespread impact, CDC is working with partners to develop 
standardized guidelines and tools which will allow for a more coordinated 
surveillance effort and response in any future widespread disasters. 
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm5526a3.htm 

 

2006 National Indicators of Child Well-Being Available 
America’s Children in Brief: Key National Indicators of Well-Being, 2006 is now 
available and includes an indicator for emotional and behavioral difficulties. The Federal 
Interagency Forum on Child and Family Statistics produces this annual indicators report 
to detail the status of children and families in the United States. All data are updated 
annually on the Forum’s website (http://childstats.gov). 
http://childstats.gov/amchildren06/index.asp 
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NIJ: Drug Courts—The Second Decade 
This National Institute of Justice (NIJ) Special Report presents findings from several 
recent studies that speak to the concerns of policymakers and practitioners about “what 
works” in drug courts. Topics addressed include how target populations and participant 
attributes affect program outcomes, the judge’s role in the success of drug court 
participants, treatment issues, drug court interventions for juveniles, and cost-benefit 
analyses of drug courts. 
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/nij/pubs-sum/211081.htm 

 
 

Calendar of Events 
 
Webcast: Management of Eating Disorders 
July 18, 2006, 2-4pm ET 

This national webcast coordinated by the Maternal and Child Health Bureau of the Health 
Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) will feature presentations based on the 
April 2006 Management of Eating Disorders Evidence Report funded by the Agency for 
Healthcare Research and Quality; National Institutes of Health; Office of Research on 
Women’s Health; and HRSA.  
Webcast registration information: http://www.mchcom.com 
Copy of the report: http://www.ahcpr.gov/clinic/tp/eatdistp.htm 
 

NIMH Annual International Research Conference on the Role of Families in 
Preventing and Adapting to HIV/AIDS 
San Juan, Puerto Rico, July 19-21, 2006 

The primary topics of this NIMH-sponsored conference include: family processes 
associated with the epidemiology of AIDS and high-risk behaviors of family members; 
family configuration and functioning as predictors of adaptation at different stages of 
HIV/AIDS; stress and coping strategies mobilized by families infected and affected by 
HIV and AIDS; family issues of multiple losses, death, bereavement, child custody, and 
permanency planning; models for mental health services for families with a life-
threatening disease; and strategies for analyzing family data.  
http://www.nimh.nih.gov/scientificmeetings/hivaids2006.cfm 

 
Webcast: The Addiction Treatment Workforce—Where We Are, Why We’re Here, 
and Where We Need to Be  
August 2, 2006  

This Center for Substance Abuse Treatment (CSAT) webcast will examine what the 
addiction treatment field is doing to encourage more people to enter the field. The 
program also will explore how new research and innovations are shaping the workforce.  
http://ncadi.samhsa.gov/multimedia/webcasts/w.aspx?ID=482 
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Second Annual Voice Awards Ceremony 
Los Angeles, California, August 23, 2006  

The SAMHSA sponsored Annual Voice Awards honor writers and producers of 
television programs and movies who provide accurate portrayals of people with mental 
illnesses. To give voice to people with mental health problems, SAMHSA is partnering 
with the Writers Guild of America, west, as well as other organizations including: Ad 
Council; American Psychiatric Foundation; American Psychological Association; 
National Association of State Mental Health Program Directors; the Mental Health Media 
Partnership; NARSAD, the Mental Health Research Organization; and United Behavioral 
Health. 
http://www.allmentalhealth.samhsa.gov/voiceawards 

 
Conference: Lessons Learned—Embedding EBPS in Statewide Transformation 
Arlington, Virginia, August 28-30, 2006  

Sponsored by CMHS, NIMH, and the National Association of State Mental Health 
Program Directors’ Research Institute’s Center for Mental Health Quality and 
Accountability, this conference will offer learning collaboratives to enhance states in 
“embedding” evidence-based practices (EBPs) in transformation. The target audience for 
participants is states and communities involved with implementing change based on 
evidence-based practices and other quality tools.  Due to limited space, priority will be 
given to ensure diverse representation from various organizations and geographic 
location. 
http://www.mentalhealth.samhsa.gov/consumersurvivor/listserv/062106.asp 

 
Health Observance: National Youth Court Month 
September 2006  

The National Youth Court Center, the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 
Prevention, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, the U.S. Department of 
Transportation, and the Department of Education are sponsoring the 5th Annual National 
Youth Court Month. The theme for this year’s Youth Court Month is “Correcting 
Crooked Paths: Youth and Communities in Partnership for Justice.” A kit, which includes 
a 12-month planning calendar, is available to assist communities in planning their 
observance of National Youth Court Month. 
http://ojjdp.ncjrs.gov/enews/06juvjust/060601.html 
 

Webcast: At the Crossroads—Examining the Intersection of Care for Persons with 
Mental and Substance-Use Conditions  
September 6, 2006  

This CSAT program will examine a recent Institute of Medicine Report on improving the 
quality of care for persons with co-occurring substance use and mental conditions and 
identify policies and action steps needed from state, local, and Federal governments, 
health care organizations and others to help ensure Americans receive appropriate 
treatments.  
http://www.health.org/multimedia/webcasts/w.aspx?ID=483 
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ATTC Training Point 
Course begins online September 11; Face-to-face in Kansas City, Missouri October 4, 5, 

and 6; Course continues online through October 27, 2006 

The Addiction Technology Transfer Center National Office, funded by CSAT, is offering 
a new professional development opportunity to individuals in the addiction field. The 
Training Point, a learning exchange for addictions trainers is a seven week course 
designed to enhance knowledge and abilities in addiction training. The first and last three 
weeks of the course are held online via the Blackboard Learning System. The middle 
week of the course is an intensive three-day face-to-face learning exchange held in 
Kansas City, MO. Throughout all seven weeks, participants focus on the various 
components that create successful training experiences: the learners, the environment, the 
materials, and the trainer. Topics covered include learning and training styles, adult 
learning principles, facilitation and presentation skills, reflective practice, and 
transformative learning. Registration is limited. The registration deadline is August 9, 
2006. 
http://www.nattc.org/trainingPoint/ 
 

Training: Mental Health Response to Mass Violence and Terrorism  
Phoenix, Arizona, October 3-5, 2006 

This course sponsored by the Department of Justice’s Office for Victims of Crime 
provides information and skills to enable mental health and crime victim service 
providers, and others in direct services to help victims and communities cope and recover 
from events of terrorism and mass violence through outreach and support. Topics covered 
in this training include: 1) impact of natural and criminally-caused disasters;  
2) how to provide psychological first aid; 3) adult and child reactions and interventions; 
4) how community crisis response fits into the organizational response to mass violence; 
5) community crisis response team development; and 6) stress management. 
http://www.ovcttac.org/calendar/training.cfm 

 
Conference: Blending Addiction Science & Practice—Bridges to the Future  
Seattle, Washington, October 16–17, 2006  

This NIDA-sponsored conference will bring together clinicians and researchers to 
examine cutting-edge scientific findings about drug abuse and addiction and their 
applications to clinical practice. It is designed to bridge the gap that exists between 
scientific research and clinical practice. Conference topics will include: 1) adolescent 
treatment; 2) treatment of criminal justice populations; 3) relevance of neuroscience and 
genetics to understanding and treating addiction; and 4) cultural and gender issues in 
addiction treatment. 
http://www.sei2003.com/blendingseattle/ 
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Alternatives 2006 Conference: Blazing the Trail to Recovery Through 
Transformation 
Portland, Oregon, October 25-29, 2006  

The Alternatives Conference sponsored by CMHS offers in-depth technical assistance on 
consumer/survivor delivered services and self-help/recovery methods. The Alternatives 
Conference also offers a forum for mental health consumers and survivors from across 
the nation to meet, exchange information and ideas. Register before August 15 and 
receive the reduced registration rate. 
http://www.alternatives2006.org 

 
 
Funding Information 
 

NIMH Outreach Partnership Program Seeks Proposals  
NIMH invites applicants to submit proposals for becoming an NIMH Outreach Partner 
from the following states: California, Colorado, Connecticut, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, 
Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Minnesota, North 
Dakota, Nebraska, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, South 
Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, and Wisconsin. Each organization 
selected as an NIMH Outreach Partner will receive a $7,500 yearly stipend. Partners are 
expected to leverage these funds to conduct statewide, science-based mental health 
outreach and education efforts aimed at specific groups and the media.  
Proposals are due August 7, 2006. 

Learn about the Solicitation: http://www.nimh.nih.gov/outreach/partners/solicitation.cfm 

 
Solicitation for Mental Health/Jail Diversion Cost Simulation Planning Tool  
SAMHSA’s GAINS TAPA Center for Jail Diversion in partnership with the Human 
Services Research Institute (HSRI) is soliciting applications from jurisdictions interested 
in using the HSRI Mental Health/Jail Diversion Cost Simulation Planning Tool. One 
jurisdiction currently planning a post-booking jail diversion program will be chosen to 
serve as a beta test site for the planning tool. 
Applications are due on August 18, 2006. 
http://www.gainscenter.samhsa.gov/text/tta/SimulationApplication_6_2006.asp 
 
 

Programmatic Funding Opportunities 
 

Health Resources and Services Administration: State Grants for Perinatal 
Depression—Services for Maternal and Infant Mental Health 
http://www.hrsa.gov/grants/ 
 
Administration on Aging: Empowering Older People to Take More Control of 
their Health through Evidence-Based Prevention Programs 
http://www.aoa.gov/doingbus/fundopp/fundopp.asp 
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Research Funding Opportunities 
(PAs and RFAs) 
 

NIH Program Announcements (PAs) 
[Full listing of NIH PAs at http://grants2.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/index.html] 

 
Research on Rural Mental Health and Drug Abuse Disorders (R01) 
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-06-478.html 

 
Translational Research on the Relationship of Anxiety and Depression (R21) 
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-06-473.html 

 
Drug Abuse Dissertation Research: Epidemiology, Prevention, Treatment, 
Services, and Women and Sex/Gender Differences (R36) 
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-06-476.html 

 
Design, Measurement, and Statistics in Community Mental Health Research 
(R01)  
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-06-474.html 

 
 

NIH Request for Applications (RFAs) 
[Full listing of NIH RFAs at http://grants2.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/index.html] 

 
None 

 
 

The Outreach Partnership Program is a nationwide outreach initiative of the National Institute of Mental Health 
(NIMH) with support from the National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) and in cooperation with the Substance Abuse 
and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) that enlists state and national organizations in a partnership to 
help close the gap between mental health research and clinical practice, inform the public about mental illnesses, and 
reduce the stigma and discrimination associated with mental illness.  For more information on the NIMH Outreach 
Program please visit http://www.nimh.nih.gov/outreach/partners/. 
 
The information provided in the NIMH Update is intended for use by the Outreach Partners, National Partners, and 
their associates for the express purpose of exchanging information that may be useful in the development of state and 
local mental health outreach, information, education, and partnership programs.  


